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November 19, 1999

Commissioner Jane Henney
FDA Dockets Management Branch
Attn: Docket No. 99N-4282
5630 Fishers Lane, Room 1061
Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Commissioner Henney:

Many of us in the American community are very concerned about the issue of genetially
altered product coming before your organization. We do not want to consume
genetically altered or engineered food products and we definitely don’t want to do so
without our knowledge. Let the American consumer make the choice. Force effective
labeling so we can make that choice.

Personally I am troubled that the Food and Drug Administration seems to be ignoring
warnings from both medical and scientific leaders about genetically modified food. One
such opinion was,expressed  in the medical journal “The Lancet,”  stating that
governments should never have approved genetically altered food without insisting on
rigorous testing.

I am troubled by stories that at least one producer of soy products - an ingredient used
in many food items for health conscious folks - mixes the genetically engineered
soybeans in with the “normai” ones in the storage silos, making it impossible to know
which products have been altered.

I strongly urge the FDA and any other appropriate government authorities to demand
long-term study for possible adverse environmental and health effects before these
foods are allOW8d on the market.

At the very least, we must be legislating that all products containing genetically altered
substances be labeled so we as consumers have a choice. Give that legislation some
punch in the form of hefty fines against the manufacturers if they do not comply. DO
NOT water down any rulings or laws by tagging on other riders that are irrelevant.

As a concerned citizen, I am asking in the strongest possible language - DO YOUR
JOBS, PROTECT THE AMERICAN PUBLIC!!!!

S i n c e r e l y ,

* American Citizen
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